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Writing about people of determination in the Arab heritage
By
Dr. Amani Hassan Shalaghany
PhD researcher in Arabic Language, Faculty of Arts, Tanta University
Dr. Osama Mohammed Al-Buhairi
Professor, Department of Arabic Language, Faculty of Arts, Tanta
University

Abstract:
The United Nations adopted the Convention on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities (People of Determination) on December 13, 2006, and it
included the promotion, protection and guarantee of full enjoyment by
persons with disabilities on an equal basis with others of all human rights
and fundamental freedoms, and the promotion of respect for their
inherent dignity.
The term “persons with disabilities” includes all those who suffer from
long-term physical, mental, intellectual or sensory impairments that,
when dealing with barriers, may prevent them from participating fully and
effectively in society on an equal basis with others.
Our Arab heritage was a pioneer in caring for people of determination
(those with disabilities and special needs), writing about them, monitoring
their conditions and suffering, mentioning their virtues and distinction in
the various aspects of life, and the arrival of some of them to the peaks
of glory, honor and sovereignty. Many books were devoted to writing
about people of determination of different types and the diversity of their

disabilities, so “Abu Abd al-Rahman al-Haytham bin Uday bin Abd al-
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Rahman al-Ta’i al-Kufi” (d. , and Al-Arjan, and Abu Jaafar Muhammad
bin Habib Al-Hashemi Al-Baghdadi (d. 245 AH) devoted a chapter in His
book “Al-Muhbaran” on the nobles of people of determination
(disabilities), and Al-Jahiz Abu Uthman Amr bin Bahr (159-255 AH)
authored his famous book “Al-Bursan, the Lame, the Blind, and the Two-
Hoolan” to talk about people of determination and special needs, and
Abu Muhammad Abdullah bin Muslim bin Qutayba Qutaybah spoke Al-
Dinuri (213-276 AH) on the authority of people of determination (people
with disabilities) such as leprosy, lameness, deafness, stumbling,
leprosy, strabismus, and baldness in a special chapter in his famous
book “Al-Ma’arif’, and the historian Abu Al-Faraj Abd Al-Rahman Bin Al-
Jawzi (510-597 AH) indicated ) to the nobles of people of determination
and various disabilities in his book " Pollination of the understanding of
the people of athar in the eyes of history and biographies.” Abu al-Safa
Salah al-Din Khalil bin Aybak bin Abdullah al-Safadi (696-764 AH) wrote
two books about two types of people with visual impairments who
reached the ranks of honor, intelligence, and sovereignty: “The Jokes of
the Humious in the Jokes of the Blind,” and “Feeling naked.” In the tenth
century AH, Muhib al-Din Muhammad ibn Abd al-Aziz al-Hashimi al-
Makki (d. 954 AH) wrote a book about people of determination who had
reached the ranks of honor and sovereignty, entitled “The cute jokes in
admonishing the people with disabilities among the nobles.” Among the
books written about people of determination in the Arab heritage, the
book (Al-Barsan, Al-Arjan, Al-Amian, and Al-Holan) by Al-Jahiz (159-255
AH) is distinguished by studying people of determination with a great
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deal of glorification, appreciation and respect, and mentioning them in a
clear and bright image, and that their disability did not prevent them from
sovereignty and access He paved the way for this by listing evidence
and relics from the literature of the ancient Arabs and his
contemporaries, in taking pride in some disabilities, defending them, and
sometimes ascending to be proud of them and praising their virtues. This
study attempts to reveal the status of this book among other books that
dealt with people with disabilities and people of determination.

Those who have reached the ranks of honor and supremacy, under the
title "The cute jokes in admonishing the people with disabilities among
the nobles."

Among the books written about people of determination in the Arab
heritage, the book (Al-Barsan, Al-Arjan, Al-Amian, and Al-Holan) by Al-
Jahiz (159-255 AH) is distinguished by studying people of determination
with a great deal of glorification, appreciation and respect, and
mentioning them in a clear and bright image, and that their disability did
not prevent them from sovereignty and access summits, and he paved
the way for that by listing evidence and relics from the literature of the
ancient Arabs and his contemporaries, in taking pride in some
Disabilities, defending them, sometimes ascending to be proud of them
and praising their virtues, and mentioning many details of the types of
disabilities and disabilities they have, and addressing those who
slandered them or underestimated them and robbed them of their rights.
This study attempts to reveal the status of this book among other books

that dealt with people with disabilities, disabilities, and people of
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determination in the Arab literary heritage. A unique book in the Arab
cultural heritage, and an encyclopedia in its chapter, in which he
mentioned all kinds of disabilities, the virtues of their owners, and the
high position they reached with their disabilities and sufferings in their
lives, which is not mentioned in other books.

This study is concerned with clarifying Al-Jahiz’s methodology in his
book (Al-Barsan, Al-Arjan, Al-Amian, and Al-Holan), and its human,
social and cultural value, to do justice to people of determination and
people with disabilities, and restore their consideration in society. ;
Therefore, Al-Jahiz’s book (159-255 AH) on people of determination is
considered a pioneering human and civilized message in the Arab
heritage, and influenced the books that were written after him in the

following centuries.

Keywords: writing about people of determination; Arab heritage; People

of determination.
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